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Holland] at Holland House, a small party, and for once, to my
delight, plenty of elbow-room. . , . Whilst Holland House can
be as agreeable a house as any I know, it is quite as much at
other times distinguished for twaddle^ and so it was on this
occasion' (April 23, 1836). The overcrowding at Holland House
dinner parties was notorious. My grandmother used to tell how,
on one occasion when she was present, an unexpected guest had
arrived, and Lady Holland had called the length of the table
'Make room, my dear,9 to which Lord Holland replied 'I shall
have to make it, for it does not exist.9
Lady Holland displayed on occasion all the insolence of a
great lady. Creevey (July 63 1833) gives the following instance:
I met Lady Holland again on Thursday at Lord Sefton's. She
began by complaining of the slipperiness of the courtyard, and of
the danger of her horses falling; to which Sefton replied that
it should be gravelled the next time she did him the honour of
dining there. She then began to sniff, and, turning her eyes to
various pots filled with beautiful roses and all kinds of
flowers, she said: *Lord Sefton, I must beg you to have those
flowers taken out of the room, they are so much too powerful
for me.9—Sefton and his valet Paoli actually carried the table
and all its contents out of the room. Then poor dear little Ly.
Sefton, who has always a posy as large as life at her breast when
she is dressed, took it out in the humblest manner, and said: —
Terhaps, Lady Holland, this nosegay may be too much for you.'
—But the other was pleased to allow her to keep it, tho' by
no means in a very gracious manner. Then when candles were
lighted at the close of dinner, she would have three of them
put out, as being too much and too near her. Was there ever?
When she died, Greville took the opportunity to sum up the
importance of Holland House (November 24, 1845):
Though she was a woman for whom nobody felt any affec-
tion, and whose death therefore will have excited no grief, she
will be regretted by a great many people, some from kindly,
more from selfish motives, and all who had been accustomed
to live at Holland House and continued to be her habitues will
lament over the fall of the curtain on that long drama, and the
final extinction of a social light which illuminated and adorned
England and even Europe for half a century. The world never

